
 “Every now and then something tumbles from a brave mind and 
clangs at your feet like a full metal gauntlet.  Moral Ambition  is a 
book of weight, wit and incitement. There is something Socratic 
about Bregman. His works set off  a mechanism that expands the 
reader’s ability to deal with and accept the vast and beautiful po-
tential of humanity. I believe he calls himself a historian, he’s not. 
He’s a revolutionary in a sensible coat.” —Russell Crowe 

 “A thought- provoking exploration of humanity’s potential for 
good . . .   Bregman’s research- backed insights off er a refreshing 
perspective on prioritising, taking action ethically, making this 
book a must- read for the young activists curious about building 
a better, more compassionate future  . . .   This book is an addi-
tional reminder for me that empathy and collaboration are at 
the heart of innovation.”

—Gitanjali Rao, award- winning inventor, scientist 
and  TIME ’s fi rst Kid of the Year 

 “Do you want to use your talents and ideals to make a meaning-
ful diff erence? Here is an inspiring and powerful call to action: 
why pursuing an altruistic career is not only vital for our shared 
future but can also bring you deeper personal fulfi lment and 
happiness.” —Princess Mabel of Orange- Nassau   
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There ’s a well-known photograph taken in 1936 of German ship-
yard workers doing the Nazi salute. If you look closely, you can see 
one man in the crowd who’s not joining in. As over a hundred people 
stretch out their right arms towards the führer, this man stands there, 
coolly defiant, arms folded across his chest.
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A photographer from Life magazine captured this group in the summer 
of 1969, posing on the steps of the Capitol building in Washington DC. 
It’s a portrait of one of the most influential action groups of the twenti-
eth century, also known as the Radical Nerds.
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A photographer from Fortune magazine made a group portrait 
of the men, dressed as mobsters.
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What did a Quaker meeting look like? 
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 The Overton Window
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This was the cover of the biggest bestseller of the British anti-slav-
ery movement. The author was known for years as Gustavus 
Vassa, the name his former owner had given him. But now he 
chose to publish under his original African name, too: Olaudah 
Equiano. 
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The man-who-didn’t-salute                     Gustav Wegert in 1948 (right)

We now have strong indications that it’s Gustav Wegert, and 
not August Landmesser, in that famous photograph from 1936. 
We know for certain that Wegert (1) worked at that shipyard, 
(2) consistently refused to do the Nazi salute, and (3) resembled 
the man-who-didn’t-salute even more than Landmesser.
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What do all these problems have in common? They’re sizeable, 
they’re often super-solvable, and they’re sorely overlooked – 
the three S’s, if you will.
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That last Voyager photo became world famous. On the grainy 
image, the earth is but one-tenth of a pixel, a pale blue dot in a 
sea of darkness.


